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2015 IN REVIEW // FROM THE CHAIR

development. We have recruited new talent 
to the Board to enhance and support current 
relationships in our communities, and to grow 
our governance skills and diversity.

As I step down as Chair after three years, 
I need to congratulate Guy for his tenacity 
and perseverance to build this dream over 
the past five years. The Board and team 
were very proud to join Guy at the 2015 NZ 
Awards event when he was named Young 
New Zealander of the Year. We hope that 
other young people who have been touched 
by the values of social entrepreneurship and 
leadership will one day go on to receive this 
recognition, and become more involved in the 
mahi of Inspiring Stories!

I wish our incoming Chair – Martin Enright, 
a smooth journey towards 2020. It has been 
an honour to work with Martin and our fellow 
Trustees to serve this kaupapa. A special 
thanks also to Adrian Wimmers and Patrick 
O’Reilly who lead as co-Chairs for a number 
of months while I was on leave. 

Tena koutou katoa. 

This year we have concentrated on our five 
strategic priorities. For me, our fourth priority 
of ‘building a vibrant organisation with strong 
leadership and culture, financially sustainable’ 
stands out as the key focus of the Board’s 
conversations this past year.

After an accelerated growth stage, the Board 
of Trustees agreed that we needed some 
new perspectives to inform our next phase of 

I look forward to continuing my support to 
help grow the ecosystem of support for young 
social entrepreneurs and their ventures.
To the partners, funders, supporters, and 
volunteers who have helped to enable our 
work – thank you. It is through significant 
generosity and collaboration that we are able 
to support young New Zealanders to unleash 
their potential to change the world. 

May we all continue to aim high and be 
persistent, and have no obstacle stop us from 
reaching our goals:

Whāia te iti kahurangi ki te tūohu koe me 
he maunga teitei

Seek the treasure you value most dearly: if you 
bow your head, let it be to a lofty mountain.

Vanisa Dhiru, Chair 
Inspiring Stories
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2015 IN REVIEW // FROM THE FOUNDER & CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Inspiring Stories has had a phenomenal 
journey. Our vision has remained unchanged: 
to see every young New Zealander unleash 
their potential to change the world. 

2015 was another huge year – I received the 
Young New Zealander of the Year Award; and 
the Ministry of Youth Development announced 
$500k to help make our national event Festival 
for the Future, and accelerator programme 
Live the Dream accessible to more young 
New Zealanders. Our reach and impact have 

grown. We’ve now had the privilege to work 
with more than 5,000 young New Zealanders – 
they’re dreaming big, and pushing boundaries 
– we’re just getting started. It’s exciting.

This year tickets to Festival for the Future sold 
out 5-weeks before the event. We hosted 
more than 500 attendees, including emerging 
leaders form 20 Pacific Nations – the buzz 
was incredible. I’m so proud of our team.

We launched our first ever fundraising 
campaign, with more than 200 generous Kiwis 
collectively donating more than $50,000 to 
kick-start the Future Fund. The Future Fund 
will provide scholarships, seed funding and 
support to back young New Zealanders to 
unleash their potential to change the world. 
The goal is to build it to a $10m fund by 2020.

We scaled up Live the Dream yet again 
and had record interest, with the 9-week 
accelerator programme developing young 
social entrepreneurs and their ventures across 
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. 

In July I attended the Social Enterprise World 
Forum (SEWF) in Milan and was invited to 
sit on a panel with Nobel Peace Laureate 
Professor Muhammad Yunus, and leading 
young social entrepreneurs from four other 
countries. It was an amazing experience, 
and hugely validating for our work through 
Inspiring Stories. Whilst there I also helped to 
co-present a successful bid for New Zealand 
to host the SEWF in 2017. Watch this space.

My gratitude and heart-felt thanks goes out 
to the many incredible people who have 
supported our work in backing young New 
Zealanders. To my team and board, our 
funders and partners, and the generous 
people who donate their time and money to 
support this kaupapa – thank you. I’m excited 
for 2016. The future is ours to create!

Guy Ryan, Founder & CEO 
Inspiring Stories
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Attendees at Festival for the Future, including 
young leaders from 20+ Pacific Nations. With 
tickets selling out 5-weeks in advance.
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“It’s given me the strength 
to invest in myself and go 
all in for my dream to cure 
treatable blindness.”
Bonnie Howland // Live the Dream

“Attending the Festival 
honestly changed my life.”
Lauren Dewhirst // Festival for the Future

“It feels as though I’ve 
come from black & white 
into colour in terms of 
what I’m now capable of.”
Nick George // Live the Dream

500+

4,000,000+

Via public speaking we shared 
inspiring stories about young 
Kiwis making a difference with 
more than 7,500 people.

Air New Zealand featured six 
of our short films about young 
Kiwis on international flights.

2015 Young  
New Zealander 
of the Year
awarded to our CEO & Founder, Guy Ryan

A few other achievements:
– Finalist for the NZ Innovator Awards
– Panelist at Social Enterprise World Forum 
– Awarded $500k Grant from MYD, 2015–17
– $50,000+ raised to kick-start The Future Fund

60 young social entrepreneurs 
increased their connections, 
capability and confidence, 
through the 9-week intensive 
Live the Dream programme 
across AKL + WGN + CHCH.

COMBINED MEDIA REACH
TVNZ’S BREAKFAST, RADIO NZ, 
NZ HERALD, DOMINION POST, 
SUNDAY STAR TIMES, KIA ORA 
MAGAZINE, THE WIRELESS

2015 AT A GLANCE



We’ve now helped to increase the visibility, capability and confidence of more than 5,000 young  
New Zealanders making a difference. Here’s a few of them – ambitious, empathetic, and humble.

MEET OUR ALUMNI

Sophie received a scholarship to attend 
Festival for the Future in 2014. She learnt 
about the role that young people played in 
Christchurch after the earthquakes – the 
Student Volunteer Army. Inspired, she went 
back home and met with Volunteering Nelson, 
realising they struggled to engage with young 
people. Sophie created a partnership, and 
now every weekend 120 girls from her school 
are out actively volunteering in the community.

SOPHIE ROSS / NELSON

During a volunteering experience in Vanuatu, 
Bonnie met a solo Mum who had deteriorating 
eyesight with cataracts in both eyes – and 
wanted to do something to help. Graduating 
from our Live the Dream programme we 
helped her to develop Indigo & Iris, an ethical 
beauty company that apportions revenue to 
the Fred Hollows Foundation for restorative 
sight surgery. Her goal is to cure treatable 
blindness in the South Pacific by 2025.  

BONNIE HOWLAND / WELLINGTON

An alumni of Live the Dream, Melody is 
developing the 21st century pen-pal platform, 
Future E, connecting children in China and 
NZ to learn about their respective culture 
and language. Melody is passionate about 
strengthening our China > NZ relations, and 
the implications for trade if this is done well. 
Melody has now completed three successful 
pilot programmes, has had the technology 
developed, and is now preparing to scale up.

MELODY GUO / AUCKLAND
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MEET OUR ALUMNI

Laura graduated from Live the Dream in 2014, 
and went on to lead Rock’Enrol – a venture 
that motivated thousands of young New 
Zealanders to enrol to vote in exchange for a 
ticket to a music concert. Laura then found 
her dream job as the Campaigns Director 
for Acton Station, having played a leading 
role mobilising a community of 150,000 New 
Zealanders to engage in campaigns that affect 
our future. Acton Station has experienced 
significant growth, and had a positive impact.

LAURA O’CONNELL RAPIRA / AUCKLAND

As a personal trainer Courtney noticed a lack 
confidence for women in their bodies and 
themselves, and the impact this had on how 
they participated in society. Her venture Body 
Love Blueprint provides a positive space for 
women to work out in, equips them with the 
tools they need to live a happy, healthy life, 
and creates female leaders in the community 
who inspire everyday women to shine.
Courtney graduated from Live the Dream early 
2016, and is working full‐time on her venture.

COURTNEY DURR / WELLINGTON

Since graduating Mark Bekhit teamed up with 
friends to launch The Learning Collaborative. 
They successfully raised over $10k to kick-
start the venture, which provides academic 
coaching and intensive courses to help High 
School Students succeed through NCEA. 
Now in his 5th year of Medical School, Mark 
has taken on a role with Crimson Consulting 
founded by young entrepreneur Jamie Beaton, 
aimed at supporting young New Zealanders 
into the world’s top‐ranked Universities.

MARK BEKHIT / AUCKLAND
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OUR THEORY OF CHANGE

What we’re doing...
Creating and sharing inspiring stories 
about young people making a difference.

What we’re doing...
Building the capability of young people 
through programmes & partnerships.

What we’re doing...
Backing young people to take action – 
from small projects to viable enterprises.

How we’re doing it...
Producing films, photo-journalism, public 
speaking, film competitions, campaigns.

How we’re doing it...
Programmes – Festival for the Future, 
Future Leaders, and Live the Dream.

How we’re doing it...
Acceleration and incubation support with 
mentors, space to work, and seed funding.

The impact this is having...
Showcasing what’s possible, influencing 
attitudes and behaviour, empowerment.

The impact this is having...
Young New Zealanders are more 
connected, capable, and confident.

The impact this is having...
Sparking hundreds of youth-led projects 
and ventures, each creating unique impact.

Capability – building connected, capable and confident young New Zealanders

Action – sparking and supporting impact-driven projects, ventures and enterprises

Inspiration – inspiring stories of young New Zealanders showcasing what’s possible

IN
SPIRATION

C
A

PA
BILITY ACTI

O
N
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OUR SUITE OF INITIATIVES
Future Leaders (FL) is a new programme in 
development for 2016, working with groups 
of 3–4 young people from rural and provincial 
areas. Throughout, they’ll explore issues that 
affect their future, build entrepreneurial and 
leadership capaibility, and develop and test 
projects to make a difference locally. The Future Fund provides three critical layers 

of support to back young New Zealanders:  
(1) scholarships – to assist young people from 
marginalised and vulnerable communities to 
participate in our core programmes; (2) seed 
funding and (3) tailored support for NZ’s most 
promising young social entrepreneurs.

Festival for the Future (FFTF) is a vibrant 
national event that celebrates youth-led Kiwi 
innovation, supporting the next generation to 
spark and grow ideas for a better world.
See www.festivalforthefuture.org.nz

Live the Dream (LTD) is an intensive 9-week 
accelerator programme that develops young 
social entrepreneurs and their ventures. The 
programme runs in parallel across AKL + WGN 
+ CHCH. See www.livethedream.org.nz

Our national film competition.
See www.makingadifference.org.nz



• 500+ attendees, including young leaders from 
20 Pacific Nations – thanks US Embassy!

• 50+ scholarships given out to young people, 
including from more marginalised communities

• Hashtag #FFTF15 top-trending in New Zealand
• Tickets sold out 5-weeks before the event

2015 HIGHLIGHTS



Developing young social 
entrepreneurs and their 
ventures every summer 
across three cities.

AKL + WGN + CHCH

In all honesty – replicating the programme across 
three cities was a big step up. It stretched us like 
never before. But, we did it. We were also nervous 
about the first-time Christchurch chapter, though 
this was a highlight met with amazing community 
support, and 150 people attending the final 
showcase event – even local Mayor Lianne Dalziel, 
was moved to tears because she was so inspired.

Participants reported that Live the Dream had a 
positive impact on their level of ambition, sense of 
purpose, attitude towards risk-taking, resilience, 
creativity, empathy, initiative and leadership skills. 

Since the programme, April McLennan and Robbie 
McGregor have both recieved scholarships to 
attend the Global Entrepreneurship Summit. 

Nearly 100 young people have graduated from the 
programme since 2014 – they are all amazing, and 
are either still working on their ventures, started 
others, studying, or have found meaningful work.



In 2015 we developed the new brand for our 
national film competition, continuing around 
the theme ‘young Kiwis making a difference’. 
Films were entered from nine different regions.

This year the Most Inspiring Story – our overall 
winning film was Sehar’s Story, made by 21-
year old Michelle Vergel de Dios of Auckland. 
The film follows the true story of Sehar, a 
young women who expereinced challenges 
first-hand being a migrant to New Zealand. 
Sehar has set up an initiative to help other 
young migrants get better connected and 
integrated into living in Auckland. 

Our 2015 winner – Hunter Williams who made 
Quinn’s Quest, has continued his filmmaking 
endeavours, and has gone on to produce an 
award-winning film on child trafficking in South 
East Asia, Invader, which has been accepted 
into the most prestigious secondary schools 
film competitions in the world.

From June onwards, Air New Zealand started 
featuring six of our short films about young 
Kiwis making a difference on their in-flight 
entertainment for international flights. The six 
films include two previous film competition 
winners Plastic Bottle Kayak Expedition and 
Quinn’s Quest, as well as four others that we 
had produced in partnership with emerging 
young filmmakers as part of the ‘BeCause’ 
campaign we ran in 2013. 

There is now a diverse and growing collection 
of awesome short films about young Kiwis 
making a difference freely available online!

2015 HIGHLIGHTS AIR NEW ZEALAND FEATURE  
www.makingadifference.org.nz

WATCH THE FILMS ONLINE



THE SOCIAL ENTERPRISE WORLD FORUM – WHAT COULD WE LEARN?

Since its debut eight years ago the Social 
Enterprise World Forum (SEWF) has grown 
in influence, scope and scale. It’s provided 
inspiration and visibility, informed practice and 
policy, and helped to fuel a global movement.

Held in Italy, the 2016 SEWF was a 3-day 
event with more than 150 contributors and 
about 800 attendees. The CEO of Inspiring 
Stories, Guy Ryan, was invited speak on 
a panel as part of the closing ceremony, 
alongside Nobel Peace Laureate Muhammad 
Yunus and a handful of leading young social 
entrepreneurs – ‘the next generation’. This 
session helped to validate that young people 
can, and are playing a critical role in helping to 
develop and pilot impact-driven enterprises. 

The forum featured a range of social 
entrepreneurs leading a diverse range of high-
impact enterprises, ranging from food and 
agriculture to energy; health and wellbeing to 
education; technology and transport to youth 
development. Some examples can be found 
on our blog: www.inspiringstories.org.nz/blog

Despite one of the key themes being ‘young 
people and social enterprise’, this could have 
been realised more effectively. Apart from 
‘the next generation’ session at the closing 
ceremony, there was only one other panel 
around this theme, which was made up of 
older people. It would have also been great to 
have more young people in the room, and the 
cost of a ticket may have been a barrier. 
 
How are other countries supporting the 
development of social enterprise?

Scotland takes a strong cross-government 
approach, and have invested nearly $40m 
in developing the sector. Their equivalent 
of NZ’s Minister of Finance and other key 

government leaders see social enterprise as 
a critical vehicle to deliver better social and 
environmental outcomes for the nation.  
 
In Russia, the Government is providing $30m 
in subsidies for social entrepreneurship 
support, has trained more than 1,000 social 
entrepreneurship ‘tutors’ (comparable to the 
likes of business mentors from NZTE), and is 
supporting 18 innovation hubs nationwide. 
Taiwain’s Social Enterprise Action Plan is a 
cross-government initiaitive that spans their 
Ministries of Economic Affairs, Labour, Health 
and Welfare, Education, and Agriculture. The 
Premier (the equivalent of NZ’s Prime Minister), 
has even had his residence transformed into a 
social enterprise hub and co-working space. 
 
New Zealand to host SEWF in 2017
 
New Zealand has won the bid to host SEWF in 
2017 thanks to the bid prepared by the Akina 
Foundation, with a number of supporting 
partners – including Inspiring Stories. It will be 
held in Christchurch, October 2017.
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Guy Ryan, speaking at SEWF in Milan



Inspiring Stories is growing a movement of young New Zealanders 
who can, and will change the world. You can be part of it.

TOWARDS 2020

Growing NZ’s young social entrepreneurs and 
their ventures. 

Growing the ecosystem of support for young 
social entrepreneurs and their ventures.

Sharing inspiring stories about young people 
making a difference.

Build a vibrant organisation with strong 
leadership and culture, financially sustainable.

Build an engaged and diverse community of 
participants, alumni, partners, and supporters.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

50,000 young New Zealanders empowered 
and unleashing their potential.

1,000s of youth-led projects and ventures 
making a difference nationwide.

The Future Fund is a $10m+ endowment, 
investing $500k to back NZ’s most promising 
young social entrepreneurs every year.

The value of young New Zealanders we’ve 
empowered is quantified, and estimated to 
contribute $10m to the economy every year. 

Inspiring stories about remarkable young 
NZers are engaging a global audience – young 
Kiwis are showing the world what’s possible.

We live in a world with complex and urgent that 
need solving problems – social, environmental, 
economic. 

Young people are the future – the lever that 
can, and will change the world. 

Change starts with people; people need 
inspiration and support to act. 

Social entrepreneurship and enterprise have 
the potential to create broad and lasting 
positive impact. 

Too often media is focused on the negative. 
Good things need more visibility. Inspiring 
stories can change attitudes and inspire action.

Our vision is to see every young New Zealander 
unleash their potential to change the world.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>
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OUR DRIVERS OUR VISION

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

OUTCOMES BY 2020
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Action Station
Air New Zealand
Be. Accessible
The Big Idea
BizDojo
Christchurch City Council
Co-Lab (AUT)
Curative
Deaf Aotearoa
Ecostore
Enspiral
Foundation North
Generation Zero
Global Focus Aotearoa
Images & Sound
Innovate Change 
Mayor’s Taskforce for Jobs
The Namaste Foundation
Ngati Whatua Orakei
NZ Screen Association 
One Percent Collective
Q Theatre
Sir Peter Blake Trust
Soar Print
Sustainable Business Network
Sustainable Coastlines
Trade Aid
US Embassy
The Open Fort
World Vision
YGAP

BOARD 
Adrian Wimmers
Agnes Naera
Amanda Santos
Blake Wong-Ling
Jacque Lethbridge
Martin Enright
Patrick O’Reilly
Steve Barr
Vanisa Dhiru

STAFF
Charlotte Graham
Guy Ryan
Mark Major
Natalia Albert
Pippa Silverton
Jo Bailey 

CONTRACTORS
Alex Karasulas
Andre Hart
Eva Riddell
Helen Brasting
Kate Beecroft
Kristina Cavit
Luke Shroder 
Marieke Groenhart
Nanz Nair
Sophie Tricker
Tamas Hovanyecz

GENEROSITY & GRATITUDE // THANK YOU!

SUPPORTERS CREW

INTERNS
Erica Finnie
Kwok Yi
Janelle Collins
Jamie McDell
Laura Cotteril
Tarranum Shaikh

VOLUNTEERS 
Alice Canton
Alex Brown
Alex Devereux
Alofa Samuelu
Alex Whitcombe
Amante Falken-
stein
Amy Leong
Bart De Vries
Bonnie Howland
Anne Harper
Cameron sims
Carmen Szeto
Catherine de 
Chalain
Chantelle Lincoln
Daniella Ley
David Turner
Eddy Dever
Ezra Prattley
Faraaz Thakurdas
Florence Reynolds

Hannah Fischer
Hsin Chao (Andy) Yu
Jacqueline Yee
Jenny Ziegner
Kaye-Maree Dunne
Kiran Patel
Lian Thay
Madeleine Casey-Ashton
Melody Guo
Nedra Fu
Raniella San Sebastian
Sophie Hudson
Sunny Li
Suzy Randall 
Yana Tsapko 



PAGE 14

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS // FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

Revenue
Revenue
Total Revenue

Expenses
Operating
Administration
Depreciation
Finance
Interest
Total Expenses

Net Surplus

Trust Funds

Current assets
Cash and bank balances
Accounts receivable

Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment
Total assets

Current liabilities
ACC accrued
Accounts payable
Accrued expenses
Grants received in advance
GST payable
PAYE payable
Total Liabilities

Net assets / (liabilities)

Net Surplus
Movement in Trust Funds for the year

Trust Funds at beginning of the year
Trust Funds at end of the year

298,098 
298,098

 

274,470
8,698

11,173

-
 267,342

30,756

659,500
659,500

 

605,932
24,575
14,685

-
 645,193

14,307

68,341

 

203,612
2,070

279,115

13,192
292,307

-
1,149

-
222,817

-
-

223,966

68,341

54,034

 

167,056
173

167,228

8,666
175,894

792
1,188
4,491

100,000
15,562

(184)
121,860

54,034

 30,756
30,756

 

23,278
54,034

 54,034
54,034

 

14,307
68,341

2015

2015 2015

2014

2014 2014

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE BALANCE SHEET

STATEMENT OF MOVEMENT IN TRUST FUNDS

Note: complete 2015 audited accounts are available on request.


